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Articles with a signature already so clearly formed that it differed
little from that of the Attorney-General of thirty-five years later,
the ship set out on her long voyage, begun at the Port of London
on September 50, 1876, and destined to last till her return to
the same port on September 15 of the next year.

The Blair Athole was an iron-built, full-rigged ship of 1,777
tons gross, then in the pride of her youth, for she had been built
by Messrs. Elders of Glasgow and launched there only two years
before.

She carried in addition to four officers and three apprentices
thirty-three hands of a strange medley of nationalities, among
them two Germans, two Swedes, two Portuguese, a Frenchman,
an Italian, an Austrian and a Brazilian. Two of them had
already had enough of the ship by the time she reached Cardiff
from London and had promptly deserted. Two more were to
desert and one to be absent for some days without leave at her
next port of call.

With this polyglot company she set sail from Cardiff on a
voyage, according to her Articles :

"To Rio de Janeiro, and any places on the east and west
coasts of South, North, and Central America including the United
States of America between East Port and Galveston inclusive,
California and Oregon, North and South Atlantic and Pacific
oceans, Cape and Australian Colonies and New Zealand, West
Indies and the India and China Seas and Straits and Japan and
the Mediterranean Sea. To and fro for any period not exceeding
three years and back to the port of final discharge in the United
Kingdom or on the Continent of Europe between the Elbe and
Brest."

It was a comprehensive itinerary, but, as in the Articles of
Association of any company a number of contingencies are pro-
vided for that are little likely to arise, so there was every expecta-
tion that the actual voyage contemplated by the owners would
come to an end in a far shorter period of time than the maximum
limit of three years. Anyhow, the possibility of an earlier ter-
mination of his seafaring under the ship's Articles was in Rufus's
view preferable to the certainty of two years' service ordained by
the apprentice agreement.

The whole business of going to sea was an experiment and
he had no intention of giving it a longer trial than was necessary.
If it was a success, he could always sign on for a further voyage
and in a different capacity. If it was a failure, he could escape
from bondage without undue delay.